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GROWING INDIGNATION OVER

BRUTAL AFFAIR AT MARTINEZ

Press and People Roused
by Assault on
Reporter.

Demand the Punishment of
Thug Willison and Nis
Fellow Curs.

ITH every day’'s work upon
the Investigation of the
Contra ¢‘osta scandal it be-
comes more certain that the
fnwardnesa of the (Courthouss job wil)
be exposed. Every day's work toward
fixing the blame for the outrageous as-
sault ubon Iteoorter Rowe ut Martinez
lxat Tuesday makes It more certain
that the diabolical truth of that affair

also will be revenled, sand that the

“C’ourthouse thugs” wlill he adegnately
punished for their dastardly crime.

This ts not the time for the publica-
tion of the facts that have been brought
to light since " Thirty-Dollar’ Willisxon
and his pals, Lewis and J.ove, all huat
did Reporter Rowe tn death. But the
“‘Chronicle’” may safely promise that
there will be before long o complete un-
covering of the whale disre putable bust-
ness. When the investigation has been
finished and the results have been mitde
public the “"Courthause push®™ of Contra
«‘onta, from Charles K. McCarthy, head
of the Pacltle Construction Coinpany,
to “Thirty-Dollar” Willison, briber,
bully and coward, and to the thugs of
lower degree, silch as Lewis and Love,
together with everv ofileial of the county
or of the county seat swho has ingere!
Jdirty money during the denl, will have
been exhibited tn the public gaze for
what he §s.

As for the Town (onstable, Rogrrs,
who stood idly by while IRReporter Rowe:
was being all but murdered by the cur-
rish Willison and his fellow-rufflans, it
t« for the respectable citizens of Mar-
tinez, whose llves and property depend
for their safety upon his fidelity and
tourage and honesty, to say what shall
be done with him. The editor of the
Daily Press of Martinez has already
sald that Rogers should have his star
taken away from him.

THE TRULTH OF THE MATTER.

Now comes the Weekly Times of;

Pinole saylng srome pungent things
about the assault and the parties to it.
In the loecal columns the Times gives
this aceount of the assault:

Tuersday, In Martinez, George A, Rowe,
the “Sau Franeiseo Chronicle’ reporter
who wrote the recent articles tn that paper
anent the new Courthiouse huil\:lm‘; was
assauited by James Willison, Charles
Lewtn and Joneph Tove of the Paeitic Con-
struction CCompany

Rowme nas on his way to the Courthouxe
1y company with &« Grand Juror at.the
1ime, when they were met by Wilidon,
T.ewin and l.ave ‘The party with Rowe
had business In one of the offices near by
and eft Rowe standing -on the street
swalting his returr. Willison approached
Rowe., who is 4 rmall man. and aeadr him
A atinging blog: in the tace which felle d
the reporier to the midewalk. Rowe aros.
and grappled with Willtson, throwing him
heavily and falling upon him. AL this
guncture Lewis and Love stepped 11, aned,
after releasing WiHlsaon from  the oo
porter's grasp, all three set upon the man
and unmercifully beat and kicked him int,
insensibility. In the MMelee Roweatremipt-
d to use his re voiver, but the wiapon was
wreated from his grasp. .\ brutal kick
struck the reporter on the left temple
and check, makin a wound from which
the blood gushed. Another kick broke
two of his ribs, but, notwith«ianding the
injurtes, he fought on gamcly untii he be-
came unconscious. .

‘The victim of the assauit was taken to
’r. Breneman's offtice and there restored
to consciousness,

STINGING EDITORIAL COMMENT.

§:1it stronger is the editorial comn-
ment «f the Times upon the outrage.
It says;

‘T'he brutal assauilt upon the *Chronicle’”
rcporter ‘Thursday at Martinez by Jim
Wiilison and two henchmen is another
blot ot the rame of the county seat, ann
the parties to the dastardiy outrage rliagid
raot go unpurished. Of course, there ore
Thoese an the connty seat tawn who ure
Mubllant over this cowardiv attack uporn
the mur, fho o xposed aaha Wrote up the
daallrgs on the jow Courthous., but the
Better et t 1= tisingy in fndignation ot
the crime.

Similar assaults have taken place in
that town and the guilty parties have
gone unpunished at each offense. The
peace officers of Martinez have closed
their eyes upon their duties and the
hoodlum element holds full sway.

I it s true that (x-Rheriff Rogers, now
corstable in Martitez, stoad fdiv by ard
wattvhed these thros men assault thelr vie-
tim, and did not offer to do his duty as swn
officer ever I fo far ak rostoring the peac.
ia concerned, I8 1t ary wander that ft
makes it urriafe for a stranger to trend
the strerts o' that town.” \V hy cid he not
do his duty and rllco this trio under ar-
rest immediately > This matter of officera
ignoring thetr officiai  dntler when a
‘friend” (cocktatl route or otherwise) is
concerned has gone too far for public
safety.

An officer elected by the people should
never overlook his duty. It {s nct only a
eowardly act. but alsno & menace to the
public. who look to this functionary for
the keeping of the peace in the commu-
nity. 8S8uppose this assault had terminated
in murder; how would Mr. “Bill"" Rogers
feel tn his position as constable”

Willison, so far as known, has made
no public denial of the reporter’s ex-
pose of the bribe, and were there no
truth in the matter he would be amply
justified in bringing it before the
court instead of resorting to these
hoodlum tactics. This last play only
strengthens the truth of the reporter’s
story in the eyes of the public.

Aunother disgraceful part of the affalr
wnas, after the three big men had heaten
the little man into tnsensibility, they pro-
s eeded to celebirute the event by repalr-
tng. with «ther members of the gang. to
the various greogshops, where the matter
was discusased with htlarity. No attempt
wae made to place the feilows under ar-
rest, and thic peace officers Jdid not go so
far as to even ascertaln the extent of the
tnjurfes irntlcted upon the victim of the
cowardly trio.

Now {t bebonoves the good citizens of
Martinez to investigute this matter thore-
oughly and ascertain the reason for town-
ship officials shirking their cuties. This
disgracefu! rcene should not agutn be re -
peated.

STATE PRESS JAROUSED.

Interest in the affair, and indigna-
tion over the brutality and cowardice

THE MARTINEZ OUTRAGE.
(From the 8an Jose Herald )

The assault made upoh George A. Rowe, the “San Francisco Chron-
icle” reporter who exposed the Contra Costa county “Cosrthouse push,”
by those whose corrupt methods he had made public, was one of those
peculiarly exasperating outrages which arouse universal indignation.

The assault was cowardly in the extreme, for it was made by three
men upon one; it was inexcusable, for he who strikes a reporter be-
cause of an article which appears in a paper is a man who quarrels with
a workman for observing the directions of his employer.

Mr. Rowe was detailed to investigate the alleged corruption in Con-
tra Costa county. An effort was made to bribe him to betray his paper,
but the attempted bribery failed. The alleged corruptionists, where
bribery failed, substituted cowardly and inexcusable assault.

Mr. Rowe is well known in San Jose, having been connected with
the Merald for a year or more. During the city editor’'s vacation he oc-
cupied that difficult position for two weeks, and his work was good.
whether he acted in the capacity of reporter or editor. His conduct
while here was uniformly that of a gentleman, and he is not the person
to place himself in a position where such an assault as that of which he
was a victim would be in the slightest degree justifiabte.
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and his assailants were Jim Willison,
Charles l.ewis and Joseph l.ove, who are
alleged to he members of the gang which
wis assalled in the articles.

The assanlt occurred on the main street
of Martinez just ifter noon recess of the
Contra Cosaa Grand Jury, which Jdevoted
il of jis gessjon yesterday to the court-
house acandal

Mr. Rowse was in Martinez in response
to an otficisl tnttmation that his testimony
wonlid be dexired during the inqury.

With him he took data concerning the
names of witnesses to he called and gnes-
tions to he put to them.

The victim of the courthouse thugs was
carried, still unconmcious, into the oftice
of Dr. J I, Brenneman, who gave him
temporary relief.

Later on he took the train for S8an Fran-

T eimea,

that marked the conduct of the chean *

coward, Willison, and his sull cheaper
pals, Lewis and Luve, continues to
spread throughout the State. The
San Jose News, under the heading
“Assaults a San Jose Reporter-——Thyee

Toughs BBeat Scribe’” piints this a-.

count of the disgraceful affair:

George A. Ruwe. formerly a reporter on
a Ban Jose paper, but now connected with
the “8an Fruncigco Chronicle” was as.
srulted xnd severely injured 1y three men
at Martinez on Tueaday.

he ascault wWas the resiult nf a goriea

of articles which the “‘Chrunicle” had
heen publishing relative to the Martines
courthouse acandal.

Rowe was the author of these articles

Reaching San Frarcisco Rowe carried
out his assignment precisely as if he hael
been uninjured.

Thougn racked by the pain af his braken
rihs. 2ed wineing with every hreath, he re-
wrted fuily all that had occurred. dietat-
nE A enmpiete statement of mattaors that
witi) he of interest laler on.

A physirian had been summoned. and as
s, a8 Mr. Rowe's work was deone he
was taken away for further dressing of
hix injurtex and was then rerioved to his
home, .

The phvsictan ordered ahsolute rest for
srveral dnyve fearing that in addition to
cuts and hriteee and fractur. d ribs there
might be more serious Internal infury.

Rowe is well remembered in this city,
where he mietded a vitrinlic pen for a lo-
citl paper during the recent heated pollt-
ica! epoch

Jlc was a man nf wide experience, and
his sdventure at Martinez will oniv add
annthier to the many thrilling episodes of
his newspaper career :

TIME FOR A LESSON.

The Alameda Encrinal. conducted by
George F. Weeks, than whom uo Cali-
fornia editor has a higher reputatien
for «ourage and conservatism, saye,
apropos of the assault upon Reportar
Rowe:

Another newspaper man has heen bru-
taliv beaten and maltreated while tn the
perfarmance of his duty. The past year
Nag seen something Hke half a dozen ~uch
fnstances in snd about San Franclsco.
And no one hasx been punilshed for such.
a¥ranlts,  Yet we are told that such ¥
stite of peaceand quivt prevalls that (herae
is absolutely no arcasion for any one tol
carry arms for self-protection. But if
~ome of these assalled newspaper men
had beet, armed ard had killed thelr caow-
ardiy assrallants it would have been i gzond
job well done. It 18 high time scme one
were taught & needed Iessanin this regard.

OUGHT TO BE INDIGNANT.

In the Martinez correspondence of
the Oakland Enguirer occurs this
preznant paragraph:

There is a general expression of
condemnation among the more promi-
nent citizens of the assault upon Re-
porter Rowe of the “San Francisco
Chronicle.”

Werll may the men af Martinez and
of Contra ('osta county be indignant.
It wax not enough that the, Pacific
Construction (‘ompany rhould, by
what means is yot to he fully exposed,
suddle upon themy a debt of half a
million dollars for a ¢ourthouse an
which they had planned to  spend
$100.000, bhut the chief representative
of the company in Martinez, the bully
and coward Willison, cvaught in a ¢on-
temptible attemmpt to brihe & reporter
not to dig too deeply inta the Court-
ltouse  ccandal, must needs make a
public street of Martinez the scene
of as despleable an outrage as ever
brought shame upon u ‘alifornia
community. It s high time that the
people of Martinez shoutd be indig-
nant and that ludignation should
move them to actinn,  The municipal
Jdisease which breaks out in Dirty
Dollar” Willisons and exhiblts such
svmptoms as the cowardly assault
upon Reporter Rowe and as the con-
dquet of Constable Rogera, who would
be complimented by the term ‘‘cow-
ard.” needs a drastic remedy.

The remedy i% in the hands of the
people of the outraged community. Let
them apply it.

PI.AIN, STRONG LANGUAGE.

The (‘rockett Signai does not mince
matters in speaking of the Courthouse
scandal and the thuggery In the case
of Reporter Rowe. Its account of the
assault is headed *“Brutal.” and the
language is strongly condemnatory of
the thugs and their conduct. I.r_x an
editorial headed “Up to Martinez,” the
Signal says:

‘ontra Costa county !s receiving a most
unenviable reputation all over the State
through g action of its Board of S8uper-
visors af . others mixed up in the new
Courthouse steal. Tuexday's brutal as-
sault on tie “Chronicie’ reporter adcded
the one thing neecdful to put the iishing
touch or the whole rotten business,

It is now up to the citizens of Martinez,
where the whole rottenness his been per-
petruted. to take wome steps in the mat-
ter and do something to clear the nam.: nf
their town from the odors surtouneiag it.

There must be some of the «tizensth.r.
whao are not in on the deal in any manneq,
and thetr duty now is to bring action and
fneist on an airing of the whale business.

DISGRACE TO COMMUNITY.

In ita editorial column on Friday
the Willows Journul had this to say
of the Martinez outrage:

The *Chronicle” published an a(:t-uuhl
of the great Courthouse swindle in Contra
Costa connty. in which the county started
out to build a $10.0 structure. By skiii-
ful manipalation of th. push the Court-
house will have cust-over . n b fure |
the ’umls are pald. i

A 7 Chrantele’” reporter wax set upon
and brutaily beaten by three of the thugs
concernsd in the swindle. This happcned
in the town of Martitez while the reporter
was on his way to the Grand Jury reom
A constubie nam.d Rogers stood by anda
made no offort to proteci him.

When o community suffers 1tsedf 1o get |
into ti.e hands of dishonest oMoials it must !
s Xpeot that the corstibles will of nrees- i
ity stund in with the puwers that be. The !
mittter 12 a dixgrace to that community, |
a1l o doubt there are many In the county
who wiil feel tas diggrace Keenly. |
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